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ABSTRACT

The aim of this piece of research is to study key features of the public discourse of
young Greeks. In so doing, it aspires to formulate some propositions as to how young
Greeks translate everyday concerns into public participation, how they engage in
politics. To this end, the empirical focus of this study is the media representations of
the 1998-9 mobilisations of Greek high school students around the 'Arsenis' reform.
The controversy around the reform sparked off a major conflict between the Ministry
and students, who were not only 'drawn’ into the public arena, but were also put in the
spotlight by the massive media attention that the ongoing 'battles’ attracted. After
providing the public context in which the media presentation of youth politics took
place, in a Content Analysis of Greek press media, the study performs a systematic
Discourse Analysis of the culminating 'moment' of this mediated confrontation, the

television debate between the Minister of Education and student representatives.

The analysis claims that features of the public discourse of the students, as it
appears in television, throws into relief how young Greeks make the move from latent
public practices, what has been called 'life’ politics, into the public arena of political
participation proper; how they use reflexive resources not only in ‘projects of the self, in
organizing their individual lifestyles, but also in collective projects, articulating these

individualised resources with politics and social critique.



